GENEVA

BOMBARDONE. You belong to the lower orders, I
see.

NEWCOMER, Who are you calling lower orders?
Dont you know that democracy has put an end to all
that?

BOMBARDONE. On the contrary, my friend, demo-
cracy has given a real meaning to it for the first time.
Democracy has thrown us both into the same pair of
scales. Your pan has gone up: mine has gone down;
and nothing will bring down your pan while I am
sitting in the other. Democracy has delivered you
from the law of priest and king, of landlord and capi-
talist, only to bring you under the law of personal
f-avitation. Personal gravitation is a law of nature,
ou cannot cut its head off.

NEWCOMER. Democracy can cut your head off.
British democracy has cut off thicker heads before.

BOMBARDONE. Never. Plutocracy has cut off the
heads of kings and archbishops to make itself supreme
and rob the people without interference from king or
priest; but the people always follow their born leader.
When there is no leader, no king, no priest, nor any
body of law established by dead kings and priests, you
have mob law, lynching law, gangster law: in short,
American democracy. Thank your stars you have
never known democracy in England. I have rescued
ray country from all that by my leadership. I am a
democratic institution.-x

NEWCOMER. Gosh. You democratic! Youve
abolished democracy, you have.

BOMBARDONE. Put my leadership to the vote. Take
a plebiscite. If I poll less than 95 per cent of the adult
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